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A 
 new year brings new beginnings. With 
our resolutions we look ahead to what 
we want to be and make plans of how 

we are going to get there. It reminds 
me of Epiphany, when we celebrate 
the arrival of the magi to see the 
Christ child. The magi were 
astronomers who saw a new star in 
the sky and felt compelled to follow 
that star to meet the new king God 
had sent into the world. 

We can also ask God to give us 
signs and guidance for where we 
would like to go in this new year. Over the past 
ten years or so, a tradition has been growing in 
the Protestant Church to distribute star words. 
The use of star words is a prayer practice 
connected to Epiphany and the new year. Just 
as the magi followed a star, which led them to 
Jesus, we want to trust God to lead us along 
our path this year. So at our worship on 
January 1, everyone was given a unique star 
word to use as a focal point for our faith journey 
this year. 

The idea is to place your star word some-
where you will see it regularly throughout the 
year to allow consistent reflection on how God 
has moved through, around, or in connection to 
that word. 

God uses multiple ways to speak to us and 
guide us, but it is often easy for us to miss God 
in our daily life. Having a focus word gives us a 
lens through which to look for God in our midst. 

Star words will be available over the next 
couple of weeks, and everyone is invited to 
receive one. They are in a basket in the church 
lobby (or we can send you a star word).  

O 
n behalf of the office staff, we thank you 
for your thoughtful and kind Christmas 
gifts. We are grateful to be part of such 

a caring and generous community. Wishing 
all of you a happy and healthy new year! 

Holly, Lisa, Carolyn and Adam 

You will notice the cards in the basket are 
turned over purposely. The idea is to choose a 
card without first looking at the word on the 

other side. By not looking or sorting 
through the star words, we practice 
the spiritual task of receiving. We 
trust that God is present in this 
moment, and we let go of our desire 
to be in control.  
    We ask God to open our hearts on 
how this word can be a guiding word 
throughout the year. When you see 
your word, it may have some 

meaning to you already. It may feel like an 
invitation or a challenge. Or your word may feel 
like a blank canvas. Allow your star word to be 
a tool that might help you to hear God more 
clearly. May our words guide us, just as the star 
guided the magi. 

I look forward to our journey in 2023! 
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January’s Mission: The 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

Y our impact changes lives when you 
huddle up with our congregation to 
participate in this year’s Souper Bowl of 

Caring and lead them to victory. Now, more 
than ever, our community needs your help. The 
number of families struggling to put good food 
on their tables continues to grow. 

All the monies we collect for the Souper 
Bowl will stay in our community and will be 
given to the New Scotland Food Pantry. 

Souper Bowl of Caring is transforming the Big 
Game into a nation-wide movement inspiring 
people to give locally and make a collective 
impact on hunger. Mobilizing grassroots 
resources including churches, schools, civic 
groups and caring individuals. 
 

Annual Meeting 
 

T 
he Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
will be held Sunday, January 29, 2023, 
immediately following the worship 

service. At this meeting, we review the Annual 
Report for 2022, elect new officers, and 
approve the pastor’s terms of call. We hope 
everyone will plan to attend this important 
meeting. 

Copies of the Annual Report will be available 
at church on Sunday, January 22, so everyone 
has a chance to review the report in advance of 
the meeting. Items for the Annual Report are 
due in the Church Office by Thursday, January 
12, preferably by email. 
 

Prayer List 
 

The prayer list is maintained by the Deacons.  
If you would like to add or remove someone from 

the list, contact Tamara Shaw. Call or text 518-573-
7736 or email, CliftonRun@gmail.com. 

 

Sherry Back 
(Pat Klose Hammond’s daughter-in-law) 

 

Laurel & Mark Beavers 
 

Melanie Thornton Capraro 
(Karen & Tim Thornton’s daughter) 

 

Danny Carroll 
(Chris Gordon’s brother) 

 

Linda Caruso 
(Tamara Shaw’s friend) 

 

Randy Craft 
(Debbie Craft’s husband) 

 

Family of Joe Huth 
 

Liz Kirk 
 

Stephen Kohler 
(Dorothy Kohler’s son) 

 

Aidan Lawson 
(Robin Shufelt’s friend) 

 

Michael Manss 
(Robin Shufelt’s friend) 

 

Stephanie Markus 
(Robin Shufelt’s friend) 

 

Gerald Minor 
(Joyce Schork’s brother) 

 

Vickie Richeson 
(Mary-Jean Riley and  
Gene Urgento’s sister) 

 

Brian Rulison 
(Peggy & Wally Throop’s friend) 

 

Gene Urgento 
 

Shirley Wright 
 

Euni Yang 
(Pastor Charlie Yang’s wife) 
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The Things of Delight & Hope by Larry Deyss, Pastor in the Pew 

D 
o your find your feelings being closer to 
the surface during the holiday season 
this year? I do. Is that because I am 

getting older? Yes, but I think it is also more 
than just aging. We do not live 
in a bubble, we live within a 
context and that context has 
been filled with events and 
things that drain our energies 
and fill us with sadness. 

As I am writing, a family 
member texts me that they have 
COVID. Fortunately, they are in 
good health with no preexisting 
conditions, nevertheless just 
knowing about it kicks into 
action the worrying machine.   

This concern is close to home. 
There are other concerns in the larger context 
that continue to unfold: war in Ukraine, ongoing 
political fighting, people struggling to just get 
by, pain, suffering, hunger and continuing 
injustice and anger throughout the world. 

I guess if we were not aware of anything, then 
we would not be troubled by anything. If that 
were the case, then we would have a much 
bigger problem. We would be living a life 
without thought and feeling and we would in 
essence be spiritually dead. 

What I have written above is part of the 
context, however, it is not the whole of the 
context. There is a larger reality with things that 
feed and sustain us by giving us hope and 
delight, and they are great in number. 

In the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany, 
we are fed and sustained by the message 
which says, “The Word became flesh and lived 
among us.” (John1:14)  This is also the 
meaning of “Emmanuel, God is with us.” 

   We are also reminded that “The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” (John 1:5)  These are not empty, 
“feel good” words. They are words that point to 

the makeup of reality itself, 
which cannot be proven in any 
lab experiment, but becomes 
real for us by trusting in the 
Word, taking it into ourselves 
and living with it as we go 
forward. 
   The Word gives us Hope. By 
living with it daily, we find the 
Word brings about a delight in 
our lives which makes life 
deeper and more satisfying. 
As a matter of fact, as we stop 
and look at this magnificent 

Creation, we realize that it is filled with wonder 
and delight. My morning time with coffee and 
watching birds at the feeder reminds me of the 
richness of Creation. Books also help me delve 
deeper and delight in Creation. As I near 
finishing one thick book, “The Bald Eagle – The 
Improbable Journey of America’s Bird” by Jack 
E.  Davis, I have the next book just below it on 
the pile to read. It is “An Immense World – How 
animal senses reveal the hidden realms around 
us,” written by Ed Yong.   

Yes, feelings may be closer to the surface this 
time of year and for good reason.  We need to 
pay attention to our feelings and listen to what 
they are saying to us. At the same time, we 
need to expand our context to see The Word 
and the larger world in which we live. By 
staying open we can receive a delight and hope 
which may surprise us.     
 
 

Step into the New Year in Style 

T 
he history cabinet features Brenda Dwyer’s miniature shoe collection. Many of 
the shoes are from the 1990’s when miniature shoes made of resin were 
trending in every gift shop. There are some porcelain shoes from the 1950’s, a 

couple of art glass shoes and a few pieces of shoe-inspired jewelry. Most of the shoes 
are pretty fancy, but if you take a look you will find a golf shoe, an old work boot, Irish 
step shoes and a couple of western boots. 
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Joint 

Please note: 
The church office will be closed  

on Tuesday, January 17  

in observance of  

Martin Luther King, Jr. day.  

We will resume our  

normal office hours  

on Wednesday, January 18. 

This adorable little girl is none other than  
Robin Hull-Pease! Thanks for playing, Robin!  

Who’s next?! 

January Birthdays 
 
 

Mary Ewart ............................ 1-5 
Carol Wickham ...................... 1-5 
Robert Fuglein ...................... 1-6 
Matthew Fuglein ................... 1-7 
Gale Kohler ........................... 1-8 
Tommy Della Penta .............. 1-9 
Dorothy Kohler ................... 1-11 
Daniel Coons ....................... 1-15 
Pam Thornton ..................... 1-17 
Dawn Loux .......................... 1-19 
Stephanie Scaccia Haines .. 1-20 
Mitchell Joyce ..................... 1-20 
Judee Miller ......................... 1-21 
Denise Throop Riedy .......... 1-22 
Homer Warner ..................... 1-27 
William Crawford ................ 1-28 
Diane Bode .......................... 1-29 
Rebecca Terhune ................ 1-29 
Bill Kerr................................ 1-31 
 

January Anniversary 
 

Meredith & Dan Coons .. 1-19-19 

Happy New Year! 


